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Birmingham Bookaid: Helping Students in Iraq 
Sharon Liu and Harnaik Bajwa Books for Iraq campaign   
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With only the two of them working hard to keep the 
campaign going, Harnaik and Besma soon realised that 
they were going to need some support and appealed to 
students at the medical school and those already involved 
in Medsin activities for help with the project. The response 
was admirable – with an excellent turnout to meetings, 
and lots of enthusiastic students participating in what they 
felt was truly worth their time as it was really going to 
make a difference to peoples lives.  "We are really excited 
now that there are a lot more people involved," says 
Besma. "We hope to achieve a lot more."  Recently the 
new members have organised a cake sale – which had a 
great turnout, making over £80 in a couple of hours. That 
money will be used to help with transport of the books to 
the shipping site in the UK, and for covering costs of 
photocopying and other administrative costs. 
 
The Campaign is now moving towards targeting the local 
hospitals and trying to appeal to house officers and final 
year medical students for their medical textbooks. A group 
of campaigners for the project are in their clinical years 
and are working to hold the fort in the hospitals—putting 

up posters, being a point of contact for possible 
donators etc. If you are in your clinical years 
and interested in helping out with this, please 
email Birmingham-Bookaid (address below). 
 
Once the books have arrived at Kufa medical 
school library, Birmingham-Bookaid hopes to 
obtain feedback and maintain contact with them 
so that Birmingham medical students can go 
there for their electives.  The project has paved 
the way for great contacts with the Kufa medical 
school and will be an amazing opportunity if 
students could one day visit the school in Iraq, 
though of course this is something to consider 
for the future. 
 
Birmingham-Bookaid would like to thank the 
staff at the medical school office, the Barnes 
library and Heartlands hospital library, and 
those at the Birmingham Medical School for their 
generosity so far.  It could not have been 
possible without the help of lecturers, staff at 
the school office and everyone else who helped 
begin the work of the project.  It is hoped that 
the project will continue for years to come! 
 
If you would like to help Birmingham-Bookaid 
and either you or somebody you come across 
has some medical textbooks that are no longer 
needed, please do bring them in because 
Birmingham-Bookaid will never have too many 
good books to send to Iraq.  As well as 
textbooks, journals (e.g. British Medical Journal) 
and clinical guidelines (e.g. British National 
Formulary) would be greatly welcomed.  If the 
books are fairly old, it would be preferable if 
they did not deal with subject matter that goes 
easily out of date - for example, old anatomy 
atlases are still very much welcomed. 
 
To obtain more information about 
Birmingham-Bookaid, or to arrange a 
collection of books you have to 
donate, please don’t hesitate to email 
Harnaik Bajwa at  
birminghambookaid@hotmail.com 

Developing and under-developed coun-

tries are in desperate need for learning 

resources.  The hope young people have 

in these countries when they have access 

to education is increased dramatically 


