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school for training medical students.  Starting from 
scratch gave Prof. Doe the chance to break with the 
current fashion in medical education and be radical in 
his approach- the pioneer spirit perhaps?! 
 
What does a Dean do? 
 
Now we know that there is a Dean who is basically El 
Presidente of the Medschool republic, how does he 
spend his time and the Medschool £millions? 
 
As well as being a bit of a figure head for the Medschool 
and giving it an air of respectability, Prof. Doe is like 
the CEO (abbreviation: head honcho) of the Medschool.  
This means that he is responsible for the Medschool 
legally and financially.  Secondly, the Dean is the Med-
school’s strategist (and I never 
knew the Medschool even had a 
strategy!) for example, what and 
how research and education is 
done. 
 
Prof. Doe also sits on the Strategic 
Health Authority for Birmingham 
and the Black country and is dep-
uty chairman on the Council of 
Medical Schools which influences 
government and legislation. 
 
Prof. Doe: The Visionary 
 
Prof. Doe is a man with a vision for 

research and aims to make students more aware of 
the opportunities and excitement that comes from an 
interest in research as well as clinical practice.  Prof. 
Doe considers it "Important that people have a life 
while at medical school".  Its official: partying is part 
of the curriculum and not just in the first year! 
 
Prof. Doe is proud of the Medschool saying that the 
teaching at Birmingham is very good but is currently 
let down by the facilities, however, this is changing 
with the new student facilities which are currently be-
ing completed.  
 
The new lecture theatre, canteen and common room 
will be "first class facilities integrated with the Barnes 
library" (is this a ploy to herd more of us into the li-
brary?!).  The new facilities will include a new refec-
tory to replace the current facilities in both quality 
and quantity -can't be bad!  There will also be a new 
student common room and student offices provided to 
keep the customers (us) satisfied. 
 
Its easy to think that this ship SS UBMS is drifting 
aimlessly around the sea of medical education but as 
I have learnt this is not the case.  We can sleep 
soundly in the knowledge that at the helm of the 
Medschool is a very pleasant Australian whose skills 
were honed in the jungles of New Guinea- in short 
someone perfectly capable of handling this motley 
crew of Birmingham undergraduates! 

10 things I wish I had known when I was a 
fresher...  
Choose your friends based on the quality of their contacts in older years, it’s not what you know but who. 

Colour coding and underlining your notes gets you everywhere. 

Big Moore and Dalley anatomy comes in a smaller version, Essential Clinical Anatomy! 

Don’t be ashamed of your Tupperware. 

If you get a short loan on a Friday, you can keep it until Monday. Bonus! 

Hold onto your self-respect by refraining from pleading, begging or bribing the security guards to let you 

in without your ID, I’ve never seen it work.  Although I did hear they’re quite partial to KFC…. 

Don’t sit at the back of the ATH; it’s hot, you can’t see anything and the desks are too far away from the 

chairs. 

The Works is only cool in the first term 

Recycle all leaflets/flyers/posters and make a collage. 

Medicine is not about intelligence; it’s about STAMINA. 


