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Editor’s Note 
QMM returns this winter to continue its 83-year history as the student magazine of Birmingham Medical 
School. 

This issue leads with a feature on Birmingham’s wild medics. From the Jungle to the Antarctic veteran 
Andy Hughes explains how this adventurous society exists to experience medicine in the great outdoors. 
For those left thirsty to travel, Aditi Shah describes her International Intercalation in which students ven-
tured across three continents to research global health. 

On course to save the world, Harnaik Bajwa and Sharon Liu tell how students have been collecting text-
books for colleagues in Iraq. Liz Haydon details a series of debates in medical ethics and a range of other 
activities are reviewed. From comedy to cricket to suturing, the Medical School is clearly a busy place. 

To maximise precious time left to study, tips are given on choosing helpful textbooks. Michael Claydon 
goes in search of the man at the top, the Med-School Dean, and Chaminda Gunawardana describes how 
to look ahead when things don’t turn out quite as planned. 

For those with stories left to tell, QMM is currently accepting articles for the spring edition. Thanks go to 
all those involved in bringing this issue to print, with special gratitude to outgoing editor Jo Higgins. Now 
a fully-fledged doctor, we wish her the best of luck for her future career.                               Ellen Sibly 
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